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VIOLENCE RESTRAINING ORDERS 
Statement by Attorney General 

MR J.R. QUIGLEY (Butler — Attorney General) [1.15 pm]: In 2017, our government committed to making 
it easier and less traumatic for victims to obtain violence restraining orders. We delivered this through the 
Family Violence Legislation Reform Bill 2019 introducing shuttle conferencing—that is, a court registrar–facilitated 
family violence restraining order conferencing process to replace, for some matters, appropriate mention and final 
order hearings before a magistrate. Shuttle conferencing provides an important alternative option for parties wishing 
to resolve disputed FVRO matters with the assistance of legal representation and without the need to proceed to 
a trial. Parties may attend in separate rooms of the court, with a registrar shuttling between the two parties to 
determine the appropriate orders. Importantly, the provision of legal support ensures that parties understand the 
orders being imposed and can meaningfully participate in proceedings. 
Shuttle conferencing commenced in 2021 at the Perth, Joondalup and Fremantle Magistrates Courts, followed by 
the newly opened Armadale Courthouse in November 2023. The Bunbury Courthouse became the first regional 
shuttle conferencing location opened in January following an upgrade of those court facilities. Broome will 
become the second regional location; however, this will be tied to the construction of dedicated facilities at the 
new Broome Family Violence Court. 
Over the last two years, 1 947 shuttle conferences have taken place and 65 per cent of these matters were finalised 
on the day of hearing, with the majority of these by way of conduct agreement orders. These represent significant 
time reductions in the resolution of matters for parties and the courts respectively, taking approximately four to 
six weeks from the date of objection, rather than 12 to 16 weeks via the normal process at final order hearing. 
Applicant feedback has been overwhelmingly positive from a safety and satisfaction perspective. There has also 
been a significant comparative reduction in the rate of breach offences associated with conferenced matters over 
those finalised by final order hearing. 
As members can see, this government continues to work hard to stem the scourge of family and domestic violence. 
 


	VIOLENCE RESTRAINING ORDERS
	Statement by Attorney General


